
Hello Horticulturalists! 
I can’t believe the warm weather we have had recently. While it might inspire spring fever, don’t 

do anything rash! We could still have cold weather. I hate being the voice of reason… 
 

Having trouble with your lawn?  

 

 
 

 

Sincerely, 

Amanda Sears 

 
 County Extension Agent for Horticulture 

amanda.sears@uky.edu 

Visit https://madison.ca.uky.edu/ and click on 

“Program Areas” and then “Horticulture” 

What’s that plant with 

purple flowers? 
 

It is probably either purple deadnettle (Lamium 

purpureum) or henbit (Lamium amplexicaule). 

They look very similar. Both belong to the mint 

family and have square stems with small purple 

flowers. 
 

There are a few differences. Deadnettles’s upper 

leaves have a purple tinge and pointed tips. 

Henbit has very 

pubescent (hairy) leaves. 
 

Both weeds are winter 

annuals meaning they 

grow, flower and then 

fade away as warm 

weather sets in. So if 

these plant is bothering 

you, give it time, they will 

go away soon. 

Notice the purplish leaves on 
the dead nettle plant. Henbit 
leaves are uniformly green. 

H O R T I C U L T U R E  

M a r c h  2 0 2 4  

Low Maintenance Lawn Care  

March 21st at 6:30 to 8:00 pm 

Madison County Extension Office 
 

For more information, check out page 4 of 

this newsletter. 

https://madison.ca.uky.edu


Farmers’ Market Update 
Madison County Farmers’ Market 
The market will have a meeting on Thursday, April 11th, at 5:00 pm, at the Madison County Extension 

Office. To see updates on what the market is doing, check their Facebook page. https://

www.facebook.com/MadisonKYFarmersMarket 
 

Berea Farmers’ Market 
The Berea Farmer’s Market is at its winter location at 207 N Broadway in Old Town Berea, next to the 

skating rink. Winter hours are 10 am to 1 pm. Check their Facebook page for updates. 

https://www.facebook.com/bereafarmersmarket 

Commercial Growers 
 

Produce Best Practices Training 
 

Training is via ZOOM and on Tuesday March 26
th

 at 12 noon or Tuesday April 16
th

 at 3:00 pm. 
You need only attend one session. If you have questions or would like to register for one of the 
sessions, email Amanda Sears at amanda.sears@uky.edu.  
 

Scale Certification 
 

Thursday April 11th at 4:00 to 6:30 pm at the Madison County 
Cooperative Extension Office 
 

Representatives from the Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA) 
will be at the Madison County Cooperative Extension Office testing 
and certifying scales for anyone who sells at the Farmer’s Markets.  
 

If you plan on bringing a scale to be certified, please call 859-623-
4072, and let us know. 

Or Call 859-257-1812 

https://www.facebook.com/MadisonKYFarmersMarket
https://www.facebook.com/MadisonKYFarmersMarket
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fbereafarmersmarket&data=05%7C02%7Camanda.sears%40uky.edu%7C88706ffc4c6443e4e25d08dc1b8350b2%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638415498028649636%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
mailto:amanda.sears@uky.edu


Home Fruit Disease Management 
 

Home gardeners will soon be busy with the rush of spring planting activities. Early spring is also when 

primary infections occur in many fruits crops. That makes late winter is the ideal time for home fruit 

growers to get a jump on disease management.    
 

You should trim fruit trees to thin the tree canopy. This allows for good air movement and sunlight 

penetration. Rake up and destroy fallen leaves and remove and destroy fruit mummies left on trees or 

on the ground from last season.  Remove galls on nearby cedar 

trees which are a source of apple rust diseases. Prune out fire 

blight cankers in existing apple trees and black knot swellings 

from plum trees while it is still cold. (it may be too late as we 

have gotten warm so early) 
 

Prune grapevines to allow good sunlight penetration and air 

movement for maximum fruit production. Remove any diseased, 

dead or cankered vines and remove and destroy last year’s fruit 

mummies (old dry fruit) hanging on the vines and lying on the 

ground.   
 

Berry growers should prune out dead and winter-injured 

blackberry and raspberry canes and diseased blueberry twigs 

and branches. Now is a good time to mulch strawberry beds 

between rows and under the canopy to keep fruits off the 

ground.  
 

Strawberry plants need adequate spacing to help reduce gray mold fruit rot. Hand removal of dead 

leaves and stems also reduces the presence of gray mold fungus.   
 

If you use pesticides and fungicides, be sure to read and understand product labels for proper 

application procedures. Appropriate timing is important for bud and blossom development and to 

protect pollinators.  
 

When ordering nursery stock for new fruit plantings, choose to plant disease resistant varieties. 
 

Spray guides are available through the extension service. These guides offer cultural methods for 

disease control as well organic and conventional chemical options. Links to Disease and Pest 

Management Publications can be found here: https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/extension/

publications#FruitsNuts.  

Wintercreeper 

Wintercreeper is an evergreen vine that forms a dense ground cover. It is an 

escaped ornamental, meaning it is a landscape plant that grows aggressively and 

can take over an area. If not removed, this plant can out compete native plants. 
 

If you have a light infestation of this weed, try to pull each plant up by the roots. 

For heavy infestations, vines should be cut by hand and each stem sprayed with 

Glyphosate or Triclopyr in late winter when most native vegetation is dormant and 

before the emergence of spring wildflowers. For precision, you can use a paint 

brush to apply the herbicide to the cut stems.   
 

Unfortunately, wintercreeper is not the only invasive plant in our area. Bush 

honeysuckle, Chinese privet, tree of heaven and many more infest our state. For more information on invasive 

plant species, check out the UK Forestry Department: https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/invasive_plants 

https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/extension/publications#FruitsNuts
https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/extension/publications#FruitsNuts
https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/invasive_plants


All Classes are held at the Madison County Extension Office,   

230 Duncannon Lane, Richmond.   

Seating is limited so call 859-623-4072 to register soon! 
 

Low Maintenance Lawn Care 
Powell County Agriculture Agent Jason Vaughn will discuss how to choose the best type of grass for 

your area, proper mowing and how to avoid stressing your lawn using minimal resources.  
 

Each attendee will receive a rain gauge. 
 

Thursday March 21
st

 at 6:30 to 8:00 pm. 
 

Raise the Roof! Gardening with Raised Beds 
Having problems gardening? Soil full of clay? Consider raised bed gardening! Raised beds have tons 

of benefits including less weeds, better drainage and the soil warms up earlier in the spring, which 

means you can plant some types of seeds sooner than with an inground garden.  
 

This class will focus on the materials needed to build a raised bed and tips on how to grow a great 

garden using one!  
 

A raised bed garden kit will be given to a lucky person during class! 
 

Wednesday April 3rd at 10 to 11:30 am. 
 

Landscape Basics  
What should I plant there? Is mulch the same as compost? What’s the deal with native plants?  

If you have ever asked yourself these kinds of questions, then this class will help! It will cover the 

basics of landscaping such plant selection, basic maintenance and other ways to simplify your 

landscaping and make it great! 
 

Participants will receive a trowel (hand shovel) to use at home! 
 

Tuesday April 16
th

 at 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
 

Name that Pest! 
This class will look at common insects and disease problems and how to prevent them. The focus will 

be on pests in the vegetable garden, landscape and lawn. 
 

All attendees will receive a magnifying glass and taught how to use it when identifying problems. 
 

Monday May 6th at 10 to 11:30 am 



The links in this document are not active. 
Please go to:   
https://madison.ca.uky.edu/horticulture 
To access this document online, and see 
the links active. Scroll down to “Finding 
Local Foods” and click there. 
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